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FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 01/11/2002 


_ _ LOIS H. WEISBERG, white female, date of birth 05/06/1925 

Cultural Affairs, Chicago, Illinois, telephone number 
"44-8923, was interviewed at the United States Attorney's 
Office, 219 South Dearborn Chicago, Illinois. Present for the 

interview was City of Chicago Deputy Corporate Co unsel. I 1 

and Assistant United States Attorney, r 1 After being advised 

• . of the interviewing agent and the nature of the 

interview, WEISBERG provided the following information: 

TQQ -3 rn has been employed with the City of Chicago since 

1983. From approximately 1983 to 1989 WEISBERG was the City of 

Special Events. WEISBERG was named Commissioner 
of Cultural Affairs in 1989 and currently retains that position. 

- 1 . The Cultural Affairs Department had a program aimed at 

a?t^ a°roI;!?c: building wi^bhin the City of Chicago for artist and 

Products Building at 1801 South Indiana, 
Affa???' ^ potential building identified by the Cultural 

Attairs Depa ^ctmeiit — fpr development into an art building. After 


WEISBERG and. 

Products Bui'rding; 

(WAG) ^ sign posted 

Illinois. The 1727 South Indiana building 

. TTTT-JV 1 • 1 • t _ — ' 


^ City of Chicago employee, visited the Swiss 

WEISBERG noticed a VIETNAM VETERANS ART GROUP 
at the 1727 South Indiana — Building. Phi (-ago 


exhibit space and renovations tree of charge to the 
Se n?w2S- recalled reading an article about the WAG in 
the newspaper ^ust prior the her visit to the WAG art exhibit. 


WEISBERG met 


and 


WEISBERG was informed by the 
r f,L K ^'^27 South Indiana building since 

living Sace^'^^WPTQpSSc^^^^ exhibit space into its intended loft 
iiS •’ ^^ISBERG was very impressed with the WAG art exhibit 

con 1 a h DALEY about it. WEISBERG thought DALEY 
could help the WAG. MAYOR DALEY and WEISBURG visited the^WAG and 

WEISBERG had to leave IS WAG 

DALEY to attend a planned engagement. The day after 

ProdufV-^cf WAG WEISBURG heard Mayor DALEY gave, the Swiss 
v^rAr bo the WAG. WEISBERG told Mayor DALEY that the 

f^r ope?ations^^^Th2'^r^i’^^ the donated building the WAG needed money 
tor operations. The City of Chicago subsequently donated one million 
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for renovation of the 1801 South Indiana Building. 

SS 199?DemoJri?'i ..“u planned to be completed befole 

tne lysb Democratic National Convention. 


operations because the WAG had no money for 

involved in the , wag wss s 

VQlimteer including f \ her entire family, 

one board. WEISBURG stated not until' the second 

the Mnciirn fS i Federal Government was received by 

avail^hit an operating budget including salaries would be 

mSey fo? the®™r tnillion-dollar Federal Grant there was no 

S?Le have an operating budget. The WAG did receive 

not know j Federal Government grant but WEISBURG did 

111 -i no -5 r n ^ ^ funds. WEISBURG contacted 

moniv obtain Federal Grant 

doltlr received a one-miluSn 

Fed^al^G^n/ ws^ Government in 1998 . WEISBERG stated the 

18 01 Sou^H? ^nH?L K reit^ursement for the renovation of the 

avail Indiana building and therefore the Federal Grant was 

wIg o^eJhead cnS?J Federal Grant was used for 

WAG helt^ li^ohi? t °P®^^ting expenses. The Grant was to pay for 

waj SLrnh7ymp‘;\taTonTh?t f° 

?Sc2;e^rLXf/fa fhrkaS^5==,--i.'^ 

— mterviewina agent showed WEi.qBBPG I 


WEISBERG was then shown 


[was responsible fn-r 


may have specific 
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WEISBERG was then shown f 


/ 
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£ 


WEISBERG was never informed bvl 1 nv 

rp^roa ctlve salary paid to|Z^___rwETsBET JtStel 

and thoutSir^that'^Dossihl^^ personal credit cards 

^ possibly in the back of her mind she thouaht she 

f^i’^u^sed for those expenses. WEISBERG stated/ ^ \ 

i.eJ.L Sxl0 r)0 ‘r/=»n mbn Y-Gor^ i 1 - - ( — \ 


WAG reimbursed for her expenses; 


felt she owned the 


b7C 


close 


Prior to the Museum's receipt of the Federal Gran^ i 

TiiSice Museum would' have to 

since It was out of money. The Chicago Cultural Affairs 

i?on Ann jr . » 




WEISBERG made if known to 


-W a. J_ JXllVJWll UU| I anCl I 

t° pay tor expensed already ' incurred 
of the^AO and could only be used for the operations 

reenforced her staS^an^r^L pmg forward WEISBU RS stated she 


that the 
incurred 


in^estment^.^ be'-ohlF^IiiT^for WAG Operation J and 
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Captioned matteLg-j> 


of' Chicago. 


WEISBERG, Department of (^Itural Affairs, City 


4 on July 10, 1990, LOIS W^SBERG, Commissioner, and 

III L| r Department of Cuitnraj 

1 cnicago , 1 7 4 W . Randolph , Chica^ ,/ 1 11 ino i s 
3 1 2/ 7 44-2l_7^ _,_we~re interv'lewed—re capt±o-ned‘''s visit , and' the ' 
advised as/follows: 7 

, They advised that subj e^C^^yor/ofPr^gu^j, CSSR, 
was invited to Chicago to be a speaker at the CONFERENCE OF 
MAYORS./ The Office of Cultural Affairs was atso interested in 
persuading KORAN to agree to make Prague and/chicago sister 
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United Airlines paid for KORAN'S airfare from Frankfort 
to Chicago. The Cultural Affairs budget paid for the airfare 
from Prague to Frankfort and for all his expenses while in 
Chicago . 


KORAN has previously been in Chicago. Some time ago, 
KORAN attended a writer's workshop in Iowa. He is good friends 
with the former American Ambassador to Prague. (He currently is 
with the Metropolitan Museum in New York. ) 

KORAN is a leading translator in Prague. His English 
IS excellent. He recently accompanied VACLAV HAVEL, (leader of 
CSSR) on his trip to New York. 

_ WEISBERG stated that 48 U.S. cities wanted Prague to 
be a sister city, but KORAN chose Chicago, and on June 19, 1990 
KORAN and Chicago MAYOR RICHARD M. DALEY signed a Sister Cities 
Declaration. 

I [ advised that a limo picked up KORAN at the airport 

on June 167 1990 , and she escorted him everywhere. 

KORAN is a member of the CIVIC FORUM Political Party in 
CSSR. He was appointed by HAVEL to be the Mayor of Prague, and 
he hopes to be elected in the next mayoral election in Prague. 

I [advised that KORAN was "on the go" from morning 

until night having press conferences and attending economic 
development meetings. He met with members of a large law firm. 

He attended the U.S. Conference of Mayors and was a speaker on 
June 19, 1990. 


I I advised that KORAN was in Chicago from June 16, 
1990 from June 21, 1990. He did not travel to any other city 
while in the U.S. flying directly from Frankfort. He stayed at 
the Chicago Hilton and Towers Hotel. His itinerary follows: 

On June 16, 1990, he arrived at Ohare airport at 1:55 
p.m. He checked in his hotel and then attended the Conference of 
Mayors Reception. 

On June 17, 1990, he attended the Printer's Row Book 
Fair and a Jewish Folk Arts Festival. He attended a private 
reception and then a Greek party. 
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Sljl^T 
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On June 18, 1990, he participated in the Mayor's 
Conference all day and then attended a production at the GOODMAN 
THEATRE entitled the GOSPEL AT COLONtlS . 

On June 19, 1990, he participated in the Conference all 
day and then visited the Museum of Science and Industry Ethnic 
Pood Festival. 


On June 20, 1990, he held press conferences and other 
meetings described previously. He attended a production of THE 
GOVERNM ENT INSPECTOR at the BLACKSTONE THEATRE. 

On June 21, 1990, KORAN met with MAYOR DALEY, attended 
a luncheon and departed Ohare at 5 p.m. 

I I and WEISBERG described KORAN as a 

writer/photographer who is bright, warm and friendly. He (and 
others in CSSR) had been planning for a change in the Czech 
Government, but they never expected it to happen as quickly as it 
did. He is optimistic about the change in his Government, but 
knows it will be a difficult road. He possibly is divorced and 
has one child. (This area of his public life was never 
discussed). He is anxious for Chicago and Prague to have a 
continuing relationship. He was o pen and willing to talk on 
almost any subject. He told I ^ and WEISBERG that he has so 

many appearances, etc., in Prague that he has two official cars 
and two chauffeurs. 


I I and WEISBERG advised that his visit was very 

successful. 


As no investigation remains, this matter is closed. 
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; I City of Chicago, 174 West Randolph 

Street, Chicago, Illinois. For the information of the Bureau, 
174 West Randolph is a small, five story office building. The 
Department of Cultural Affairs, City of Chicago, occupies the 
entire building. 
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